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Article abstract
When the universal RMI was instituted in 1988 it broke with the practice of the
majority of existing programmes. Its raison d'être was to become the principal
instrument for fighting poverty and promoting adaptation to new forms of
employment and the non-linearity of the life cycle. Different research studies
reveal that die RMI has altered the ways in which poverty is represented, as
well as actors' reasoning as they confront pressures to insert themselves into
the labour market and increase their employability. The RMI also altered the
institutional logic of interventions, contributing to renewed attention to the
"social question".
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