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Article abstract
The English social legislation termed Speenhamland was enacted at the end of
the 18th century; it is the first moment in the history of the minimum income.
The way the legislation was applied and the controversy it provoked have
unfortunately cast doubt on the goal and the difficulty of guaranteeing each
person the right to subsist, the right to live. The history of this experiment is
instructive for the current period, as many advocate moving towards
providing a basic income and debate the notion of a universal allowance.
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