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Article abstract
Based on an empirical study of a poor neighbourhood composed of large
apartment buildings, this article describes the relationship between young
boys and their housing project as one in which space is an essential component
of their identity. It underlines, first, the existence of a positive attachment to
the neighbourhood, and shows that the latter is never confined to factors of
exclusion. Strongly attached to their own housing project, these young people
create a sociability which is so thick as to be a counterpoint to any vision of the
anomie of such suburbs. They form spaces of solidarity and are the major
actors in community life. The article then shows that the neighbourhood
nevertheless remains an ambiguous anchor, being simultaneously an area of
protection and mobilisation and a space of enclosure. The relation to the
neighbourhood is dominated by this contradiction.
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