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Article abstract
Attention now centres on children in Brazil, because of the 1990 law on "The
Status of the Child and Adolescent". While this legislation guarantees children
and adolescents the right to "be brought up and educated within their own
family", it also requires that their rights to health, education, food, leisure and
so on be met. Numerous social workers in this field consider that
disadvantaged families "neglect" their children because they do not meet these
obligations. Therefore, for the good of the child, they may remove him or her
from the family. Based on a study in Porto Alegre, this article analyses the ways
in which the justification that previously existed for placement for
"socio-economic" reasons has been transformed into a justification in terms of
"neglect" after 1990. Today, the rights of the child are invoked to justify housing
them in institutions, with a concomitant reduction of the rights of the family. If
the law now treats the child as a "citizen", it seems that parents no longer have
the same status.
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