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Article abstract
This paper presents the observations collected in research conducted with a
group of informants from Québec and France to establish the distinction
between basic color terms, which appear to form a finite corpus, and
secondary color terms, the list of which is unlimited. It is essential to study the
element that seems to favour the reduction to a finite corpus of eleven basic
color terms in French. Defining the concept of basic color term will be useful in
determining the status of those French terms that presented the most
difficulties, i.e. orange, brun, marron, beige, mauve and turquoise.
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