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Article abstract
Although languages have always borrowed words from one another, the way
in which this borrowing occurs differs significantly from one case to the next:
lexical borrowing may be part of a larger process involving the adoption of a
new writing system, or may simply entail adopting a word and the reality to
which it refers. Drawing on the example of Greek and Japanese, the author
attempts to characterize the relation between the adoption of a writing system
and the penetration of lexical items originating in the language of the writing
system being borrowed.
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