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Article abstract
This paper specifies the "true" nature of a terminological definition. First, it
shows that language reference works cannot be identified by the definition
they are using considered from the point of view of its composition, nor from
the point of view of its structure, but from the point of view of its finality. Then,
it presents the specific nature of the terminological definition as the extension
of the relational structure of concepts; it shows how to formulate this type of
definition by the mean of inclusion and distinctive features; and defines the
degree of exhaustivity it should possess in order to be able to establish the
comprehension of a concept as well as to use this concept for a specific
purpose. It finally describes the terminological thesaurus as the most
appropriate language reference work to index terms for terminology as well as
documentation purposes. Examples used are taken from the field of
professional documents.
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