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the exclusion of technique and func- 
tion. While Wackernagel’s work is not 
suited to the non-specialist, due to its 
length, detail and lack of illustrations, 
Cole’s book will whet the appetite of 
the beginning student and will be use- 
lui for the tourist who wants more 
than the usual guidebook provides.

BARBARA DOUCE 

York University

K.D. white Greek and Roman Techno
logy. Ithaca, New York, Cornell Uni
versity Press, 1984. 272 pp., 177 illus., 
$55.00 (cloth).

The main bodv of this new book on 
ancient technology is divided into two 
parts. The first of these contains chap- 
ters dealing with the physical and in- 
tellectual atmosphère in which Greek 
and Roman technology developed, 
and the sources and rnethods available 
for the study of this development, 'l'he 
second section explores in detail the 
progress rnade in several spécifie areas 
of technology. Throughout, the book 
is well-written and profuselv illus- 
trated.

l'he need for a survey of ancient 
technology, which is based on lilerary 
evidence (read in its original lan- 
guages), représentations of techno- 
logical processes in art, as well as 
archaeological findings, is plausibly 
argued by the author in his Introduc
tion. llere, Professor White also 
points out that technological develop
ment did not take place in a vacuum, 
but was at the mercy of the contem- 
porarv économie situation, of the ré
luctance on the part of those for whorn 
new inventions involve changing their 
work habits. These two points are ela- 
borated admirably in the first section.

The second part, however, suffers 
from a certain unevenness in the tréar
ment of the processes described. In 
almost ail cases, the contributions 
tnade by the Greeks are incompletely 
reported or dismissed as being urtim- 
portant, while those of the Romans are 
emphasized and described in detail. In 
Chapter 7, ‘Building,’ the author 
states that Greek architects did not 
provide detailed instructions for the 
builders who would bave to erect the 
structures they had designed. In his 
book entitled Greek Architects at Work, 
J.J. Coulton states (p. 16) that the 
architect was expected to supervise the 

construction of his building, inspect- 
ing and approving each stage of the 
procedure before the next was begun. 
Clearly, this would obviate the need 
for more précisé written directions for 
the builders. Further on in the santé 
chapter (pp. 82-83), White mentions 
in passing the optical refinements 
which provide Greek architecture 
with the rtear visitai perfection still 
admired today. But the rnethods for 
a d j u s t i n g the 1 i n e s u s e d i n 
Greek buildings are onlv hinted at 
in this chapter.

The author seems most at home 
when discussing agricultural techno
logy and the processing and trans
portation of food. This is not surpris- 
ing, as a glance at the bibliography 
reveals that a great deal of his research 
has been in these areas. "l’he depth 
with which agricultural processes are 
explored reflects the author’s interest 
and expertise, and we are presented 
with a very detailed account of the 
problems encountered by ancient man 
in feeding hirnself, and of the mea- 
sures lie took to overcome them.

In Chapter 4, 'Innovation and De
velopment: A Survey,’ the author de- 
scribes briefly several areas of techno
logy, most of which are not dealt with 
elsewhere in the book. Notable among 
these is pottery production. Pottery is 
one of the criteria on which the chro- 
nology of the ancient world is based, 
and for this reason deserves more 
than the minimal treatment accorded 
here.

Greek and Roman Technology is a valu- 
able book in that it initiâtes a study of 
this important aspect of man’s past 
based on ail the evidence available to 
us. As the author hirnself says in his 
conclusion (p. 173), it is ‘a survey, and 
a starting-off point.’

DONALD SF.DGW1CK

Concordia University
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Correction:
I11 racar, xii, 2, p. 125. last line,
read'... Guelph; and the Friends ol the Departnicnt 
of Art History al Carleton University.'
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