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Article abstract

The issue of the legal character of international law remains controversial. In
an attempt to establish a scientific approach to law, legal positivism has
defined itself as exclusive of any rules created otherwise than through the
formal process of law-making. This results in a dichotomous language that
hardly sheds light on the threshold between legal and non-legal rules. Quite
challenging to the positivist approach are recent developments in international
law which, however, will certainly revive the traditional debate between
defenders and challengers of the positivist theory of international law. In this
connection, the question whether legal positivism can lay a foundation for the
rules of international law or deny them altogether is of great interest to the
legal community.
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