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The central nature of celebration and trance in the social realm: the
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candomblA brasileN
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Le sacrA au coeur du social. Liincontournable facteur religieux Avrticle abstract

Number 26 (66), Fall 1991 Through the example of Brazilian candomblA, this article seeks to highlight, within
the sphere of Durkheimian thought, the fact that it is truly from the groupathrough

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/1033899ar the group's traditional knowledge and collective memoryathat individuals derive

DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/1033899ar their being and identity, in the communional celebration. In such a process of

construction of identity, the group's internal conflicts, relationships of strength,
power interactions and dominance structures yield as it were to what Durkheim
termed the moral reconstruction of the group, through rituals that reinforce and
regenerate the substance of the social link. Celebration, dance and trance reveal to
devotees a collective identity of such depth that social distinctions and class
Publisher(s) differences exhibited within the group and society as a whole become of secondary
importance. These are rites of renewal and regeneration which signify and reawaken
a sort of primordial youth, an eternal fountain of youth for humanity.
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