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Article abstract
A few decades after the British conquest, foreign observers noticed that the
French Canadians were using a large number of anglicisms. The mid
nineteenth century saw the beginning of the war on «anglicisation» of French
in Québec. A study of columns on language, printed between 1879 and 1970,
shows that those who led this action viewed « anglicisation » as a symptom of
the weakness of French-Canadian nation, and thus it was violently opposed.
Throughout that period, people were called on to make an effort, first on an
individual basis and then more and more on a collective one, to put an end to
the problem.
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