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Article abstract
A comparison of certain categories of workers remuneration with the
consumer price index reveals different patterns of increases in purchasing
power, from the 1930's through to the Quiet Revolution. The wages paid to
employees more or less gave them the means to go beyond the "world of basic
needs" and to attain that of "aspirations". From 1930 on, these incomes were
sufficiently high to enable them to acquire durable goods, a fact confirmed by
several surveys on family budgets. Access to mass consumption appears to
have been possible for large fractions of the working class from the 1940's on.
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