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Article abstract
The birth in 1987 of a Quebec network of «Villes et villages en santé» is first
inserted into the context of «Healthy Cities» (H.C.), an international movement
launched in Europe in 1986 by the World Health Organization as one of its
recent initiatives in health promotion. Using data from a group interview done
with the leaders of the first municipalities to start H.C. in the province, an
analysis of the actors, issues and strategies explaining the interest of these
pioneer localities to join the movement is offered. Finally, a theoretical model
intending to explain the genesis of H.C. in Quebec is provided and its
usefulness discussed to understand Healthy Cities here and abroad.
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