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Article abstract
To examine the practices surrounding the definition and constitution of a
science and technology policy by the Quebec Government, we will focus on the
drafting of Àl'heure des biotechnologies, the plan of action for the development
of research on biotechnology, from the beginning in 1981 until its publication
in 1982. Our specifie goal is to analyze the representations which are
constitutive of the plan of action as a peculiar product of bureaucratic activity.
In this respect, three practices play a central role: the obligatory resort to
telescopic translations, the use of operators which allow for the passage from
description to prescription and, finally, the adoption of a structural operating
mode in order to reduce uncertainties.
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