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Article abstract
After an era of geographical expansion, for the past half-century the
population of Quebec has been moving back toward the Saint Lawrence Valley.
In general, it tends to meld together into a megalopolis into which the former
localities are absorbed. These movements of dispersion followed by regrouping
have substantial effects on social relations and consequently on behaviors,
especially here where relations of chance encounter and between neighbors
and blood relations were more significant than in the more modem and mobile
societies in the rest of North America.
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