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Article abstract
Research ethics committees, in place for the past several years in Quebec
hospitals, have the role of ensuring that research carried out in an institution is
done ethically, in other words that the safety of human subjects participating
in the studies is protected and that their consent is obtained. An examination of
the procedures adopted by these committees for this interpretative work, and
for the modification of protocols if necessary, reveals that they do not respond
only to requirements of an intellectual, scientific or ethical nature, but that
they are also to a large extent a function of the authority and legitimacy of the
committees, as well as of institutional constraints. The classifications,
oppositions and distinctions that the committees apply to the different aspects
of the protocols in order to perform their ethical evaluations have the effect of
limiting the scope of these evaluations and of causing a dilution of
responsibilities.
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