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Article abstract
Since 1978-1980 in Quebec, municipal institutional reforms inspired by the
doctrine of fiscal federalism have fostered the increasing assertion of local
autonomy. In this context one may advance the hypothesis that the way in
which the Montreal region is fragmented into different municipalities reflects
a veritable budgetary mosaic allowing Montrealers to vote with their feet, by
choosing a basket of local public services that correspond to their expectations
and preferences. Do the municipalities of the Montreal region set themselves
apart substantially through their budgetary choices? A factorial analysis of the
1991 budgetary forecasts for the 136 municipalities of «Greater Montreal»
reveals that there is in fact a wide range of variations in the breakdown of
expenditures, but that after all, budgetary «choices» seem to be much more the
result of constraints than of strategies for voluntary differentiation between
municipal budgets.
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