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Article abstract
The author compares two institutional approaches, each of which corresponds
to a time in the history of the relations between the State and the native
populations : that of the Indian Act of 1876 and that of the James Bay and
northern Quebec Agreement of 1975. It concludes that a continuity exists
between these two ways of dealing with the ethnic difference: the paradoxical
quest for both a better social environment and the integration of the aboriginal
populations concerned. This constant has greatly contributed to the
establishment of ethnic boundaries in the case of the natives of eastern James
Bay.
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