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Article abstract
Recent studies reveal the increasing numbers and diversification of
reconstituted families in Canada, and their growing instability. Through an
analysis of transitions, one can estimate the effects of various characteristics
on the duration of the conjugal life in families of this type, and thus bring to
light the increased fragility of the family recompositions that have been
formed since the 1970s, as well as the greater instability of couples living in
common-law relationships rather than marriage. Conversely, we discover that
the presence of children of pre-school age at the time when a family unit is
formed, or the arrival of a child born to the couple reduce the risk of the
family's splitting apart. The type of family recomposition also influenced the
duration of the unions; those composed of a father with custody and his new
spouse were considerably more stable.
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