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Article abstract
This article presents the emergence of two disciplines at Laval University :
chemistry and physics. This study lies at the crossroads between the biography
and the history of scientific disciplines in a context of social and institutional
development. Three generations of chemists and physicists are seen : the
pioneers, the masters and the new generation. The pioneers propose a
renewed teaching approach and undertake to create institutions, but do not
produce new knowledge. The masters introduce teaching and research
methods imported from Europe. At the end of the period considered, the
members of the new generation are ready to ensure the transmission of
knowledge through teaching, as well as the production of new knowledge on
the basis of their own research.
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