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Article abstract
The rapid improvement in the health of Quebec's population between the end
of the XIXth century and 1939 coincided with the organization by the Quebec
Government of public health services covering virtually the entire inhabited
territory. The author describes the evolution of these services, while
identifying the main actors in this field of intervention, their means of
intervention and the stakes involved in health reform. In particular, he focuses
on three central processes in the formation of the public hygiene system,
namely a gradual centralization of the decision-making power and the
organization of services by government agencies, a centralization trend that
met resistance from local authorities, a standardization of services and the
designation of the State as a major agent of the medicalization of Quebec
society. A dual case study of Trois-Rivières and Shawinigan is used as a basis on
which to gauge local reactions to the activities of provincial public health
agencies.
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