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Article abstract
Since the late 1980s, the regionalization of immigration has become one of the
concerns of the Quebec Government, which wishes to achieve a more spatially
balanced distribution of immigration. Beginning with the history of this policy
and its development over a period of nearly ten years (1987-1996), the author
begins a first critical analysis of the policy, covering both the underlying
objectives and the central strategic concepts. The interrelationships are
identified between multiple issues that are territorial, demographic and
political as well as economic. Situated in the context of globalization of the
economy, neo-liberal restructuring and a Worldwide crisis faced by
govemments, the analysis deals ith the concepts of decentralization and
partnership, which are central political axes, in order to identify the thrust of
this new mode of government controls of immigration. Certain ambiguities and
limits are underlined, particularly regarding the role of the State in the global
development of the regions, in the power of local actors, and in the status of the
regional nuclei of culturel communication.
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