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Article abstract
Right after the appearance of his Genèse de la société, in 1993, Fernand Dumont
began writing what was to have been its sequel under the title L'avènement du
Québec contemporain. He knew that it was an extremely demanding
undertaking, and as revealed in his memoirs, he had the foresight to know that
he might not carry it through to its completion; that it would remain a project
under way, like many other projects of authorship. While continuing his battle
against cancer, which took his life on May 1,1997, Fernand Dumont
nevertheless succeeded in completing the drafting of what was to have been
the first chapter of L'avènement du Québec contemporain. This text on the
growth and decline of French Canada itself forms a whole, but it would
certainly be of interest to read it while keeping in mind the methodological
principles set out in the appendix to Genèse entitled « Présupposés et
justifications ». The introduction that he had drafted to L'avènement du Québec
contemporain indicated that the same principles inspired the design of the
project under way.
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