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Article abstract
This paper offers an overview of the evolution of intergenerational
occupational mobility in the Saguenay region (Quebec) over a period of 100
years. Providing two sets of measures (using the son's occupation at 25 and at
50 years old), the study takes advantage of the BALSAC population register
based on individual and family record linkage and covering the period
1842-1971. The authors conclude that a) total occupational mobility had
increased in the région well before the middle of the 20th century (even if one
does not take into account the structural mobility induced by a shrinking
farming sector), and b) occupational inheritance was much higher among the
manual workers than among the nonmanual. Thus, the paper provides some
new findings likely to feed the research about a major issue in social studies in
Quebec : the existence - or non-existence – of a working class.
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