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Article abstract
The Irish were the largest immigrant group in Quebec during the nineteenth
century. They were in fact two distinct cultural groups, Irish Catholics and Irish
Protestants. Of the two the Irish Catholics should have been assimilable into
rural Quebecois society. In the parish of St.Sylvestre, where Irish Catholics
represented more than fifty per cent of the population, not only did they not
assimilate, they managed to antagonize both their French and Irish Protestant
neighbors. Their attempts to establish a power base failed. Furthermore, an
analysis of agricultural success, based on data from census manuscripts,
indicates that Irish Catholics were falling farther and farther behind the other
groups. Their standing in the community diminished. In terms of power
relations within the rural community Irish Catholics failed to assimilate or to
establish a niche for themselves socially and politically.
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