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Article abstract
In recent years, there have been changes in the status of participation in urban
affairs. Over and above its inherent limits, this form of participation has been
contributing to the development of a new political culture. Such at least is the
hypothesis used here as a point of departure for the examination of the
hearings and of the positions of the main categories of actors who have
contributed to the development of the consultation policy defined by the city of
Montreal in 1988, as well as to its review in 1995, following the accession to
power of a new political party. By accepting to participate in the definition of
the public consultation policy on the municipal scene, the actors of civil society,
particularly the representatives of the community and social movements, have
undertaken a twofold process: a process of confrontation with the public
authorities, and a process of building recognition of their own identity.
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