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Article abstract
While certain authors (GIDDENS, FORTIN) do not consider rural space as a
constituent element of modernity, we consider on the contrary that it is an
essential factor in advanced modernity. An ideal space for the representation
of nature and the environment, rural space now tends to take its place as a
space for social controversy and a privileged place of the cultural orientation
of advanced modernity. In order to clarify this fundamental change, we
examine the construction of the representation of rural life in Quebec through
the debates between the different actors involved in this redefinition from the
mid- 1960s through to the mid-1990s. This study brings to light the diversity of
discourse on the role of rural space. It shows how the political transformation
of modern environmentalism have contributed to making rural space the focus
of the collective action of an increasing number of actors and makes it possible
to assess the importance of the cultural dimensions of collective action in
advanced modern societies. In addition, this study reveals the increasing
importance of public space in the context of post-industrial societies. In
essence, the urban-rural relationships fully reflect the dynamics of the social
relationships characteristic of our era.
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