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Article abstract
In order to understand the outcome of the 1995 referendum vote, a typology of
citizens was developed. One of the groups - essentially the young francophone
middle class - became highly mobilized in favour of the sovereignist option
during the 1995 referendum campaign, whereas older francophones and those
not in the labour force pulled back just before the vote. Quebec society is
divided on its future according to language, but also according to age and
labour market status, two factors that characterize the ability to project one's
future. The drop in enthusiasm for the sovereignist option observed in 1999
and 2000 is concentrated in the cluster of groups that provide the main support
for the project. Also, the differences between men and women are becoming
less pronounced, and have even disappeared in the latter cluster. Finally, the
vote among anglophones and immigrants is not structured in the same way;
age affects the preference of the former group, and labour market status
affects that of the latter.
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