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Article abstract
The development of structures and knowledge influences the social and health
systems to change their regulation, and it is important to gain a better
understanding of the processes that enhance or hinder the planned changes.
This paper aims to integrate the concept of the field within the institutional
analysis of change. This concept, defined by Pierre Bourdeau, is particularly
useful to pinpoint the dynamics of implementation of a reform, as illustrated
by a case study concerning the treatment of AIDS. Within this sector, three
fields are identified, and the dynamics of changes in their regulation is
presented. This research underlines the importance of placing particular
attention on the most institutionalized fields within a sector of intervention
and on their principal stakeholders, who tend to adopt conservation strategies.
In order to bring in substantial changes, the development of formalized and
authoritarian stratégies is recommended.
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