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Article abstract
This study attempts to test an application of Weber's theory of legitimacy. The
hypothesis tested is that the legitimacy of a democracy rests on a belief in the
rule of law thanks to which lower class discontent is translated into loyalty to
democracy. Opposition to de Gaulle in 1962 is taken as a sign of loyalty to
democracy. This was determined by the parties : the further left the party, the
greater the opposition to de Gaulle. This difference between the parties is
determined by the degree to which they bring their supporters to desire a
party-centered government. By bringing their supporters to desire a
party-centered government, the parties on the left translate lower class
discontent into loyalty to democracy. However, this desire for a party-centered
government can only bring about opposition to de Gaulle if it is combined with
a belief that his acts are unconstitutional. Thus a belief in the rule of law is part
of the translation of lower class discontent into loyalty to democracy.
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