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Article abstract
Most studies that deal with the unions of professionals, and particularly with
engineers, show conflicts between the values of professional status and those
of a wage earner. In this article, based upon a comparison of two associations
of engineers, one strictly professional and one unionized, the author suggests
enlarging this point of view by systematically analyzing organizational
variables, particularly orientations toward power and levels of individual and
collective goals. This method leads to a theory of the passage from
professionalism to syndicalism, most frequently encountered in public
enterprises.
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