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Article abstract
The objective of the authors is to underline the existence of certain dangers in
any attempt to interpret an electoral " event " globally. This article was
prompted by the publication of a study of the last general election in Quebec, a
study which was based upon a " mechanical " description of the electoral
process. The authors bring out the conceptual mistakes and the methodological
problems of this study. The dimensional approach to electoral phenomena
then appears reductionist. The authors suggest that an interpretation cannot
be satisfactory unless one states precisely the meaning of the electoral conflict
in the social context surrounding the election, unless one takes into account the
voter's perception of this meaning, and unless one formulates a causal model
linking the several dimensions of the electoral ritual.
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