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Article abstract
Education is defined as the exercise of power. This perspective, according to
the author, develops and becomes necessary both as the conclusion to existing
research and as a rupture with the most familiar approaches. In the first part,
he attempts in particular to show by the study of four research themes
(education and social class, political socialization, education and economy, and
bureaucratic and organizational aspects of schools), how the use of the notion
of power is necessary as a condition for renewing the sociological analysis of
education. In the second part, a discussion of the theoretical notions of power
and an application of these notions to educational interaction permit the
author to conclude that pedagogical relationships are indeed power
relationships. Since this is only a first step in the exploration of the perspective
adopted to begin with, the author indicates in conclusion how the theories on
the structure of power could help in further research on pedagogical power.
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