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Article abstract
This article is the concluding chapter of a book which will soon be published in
France with the title Taicott Pa, sons and American Sociology. In the preceding
chapters, the author presents the main elements of Parsons' general theory of
action and the ways in which he has applied it not only in sociology but also in
psychology, political science and economics. In this chapter, the author first
considers the works of Parsons in the context of contemporary American
sociology, showing that it has exercised an influence in different sectors
(sociology of religion, of education, of ¡social change, history of social thought,
etc.) at the same time that it has contributed to raising the level of theoretical
thinking. In addition radical or critical sociology has been formulated largely
with Parsons' work as a base or in opposition to it. The author then discusses at
some length two aspects of Parsons' work : his functionalism and his sociology
of values. With regard to the functionalism of Parsons, he points out that his
work is quite unique and that it can be characterized in three ways : systematic
functionalism, functionalism of a system of action, and evolutionary
functionalism. Concerning the sociology of values, the author reproaches
Parsons for having sociologized personality to the point of emptying it of any
psychic content, and at the same times for not having completed his analysis of
consensus with a discussion of the structural factors in consensus, in social
conflicts and in the dynamic values. Finally the author concludes his general
evaluation of Parsons' work by saying that he has not followed far enough the
paths opened by himself. Instead of turning our back on Parsons' sociology, we
must then follow his steps and push in new directions.
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