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Article abstract
The problems of housing low income households in the cities cannot be
dissociated from the different social groups' specific orientations toward the
occupation and use of urban land (and thus from conflicts between these
groups). The analysis of the impact of government housing policies should not
only consider the problem of housing as such for this category of the
population (i.e., number of rooms, cost, deterioration, etc.) but also establish
the relationship between these policies and both the different orientations of
social groups and urban development. Such is the theme of this article, in
which the author tries, taking the example of Canada, to establish a link
between federal housing policies, changes in the use of urban space and the
problems of housing among low income households. Urban renewal policies,
that are direct guaranteed loans for new construction and housing, are briefly
examined in this perspective and put in relation with the accelerated
formation of suburbs and the more recent phenomenon of the redevelopment
of the downtown and its perepheries.
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