
Tous droits réservés © Les Presses de l'Université de Montréal, 1972 This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 04/24/2024 4:37 a.m.

Sociologie et sociétés

Les fondements économiques de la question urbaine
The Economie Basis of the Urban Question
Fundamentos económicos del problema urbano
Fernand LAMARCHE

Volume 4, Number 1, mai 1972

Le phénomène urbain

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/001406ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/001406ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
Les Presses de l'Université de Montréal

ISSN
0038-030X (print)
1492-1375 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
LAMARCHE, F. (1972). Les fondements économiques de la question urbaine.
Sociologie et sociétés, 4(1), 15–42. https://doi.org/10.7202/001406ar

Article abstract
The question of housing, which summarizes a good part of urban social
problems, cannot be posed independently of an analysis of capitalist
production and especially of capitalism in real estate. First the author tries to
understand how market-oriented and capitalist production brings about the
formation of large modern cities. In addition to the socialization of the
production process in large industries, one of the determining factors of the
urban explosion may be seen in the tendency of private capital to concentrate
geographically. This tendency is only understandable in reference to the laws
of capital circulation, which are the object of a second part of the paper. These
laws determine that the stock of social capital is divided into different capitals
with specialized functions. In a third part, the author shows that among these
specialized capitals, one may find real estate capital, the particular function of
which is to influence the spatial organization of activities linked with the
reproduction of capital as a whole. Finally, the author considers what effects
real estate capitalism has on the real estate market and on the housing
question. The situation of the city of Quebec is treated as an example.
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