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Article abstract
This article attempts to develop a causal theory of the social change which
initiates economic development. The method consists in determining what
caused the choice between State power or class power to be used in the
accumulation of capital and social innovation in England, Germany, Japan and
the U.S.S.R. It concludes that the ideologies of those in power determined
whether State power or class power was used in these four cases. However
ideologies are seen as causal only in the sense that they determine which of
existing power structures will be used and how they will be used. The power to
create the new structures necessary rests in the monopolization of legitimate
violence and in the ownership of the means of production of the existing State
and dominant class.
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