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Article abstract
Is the positivism of Durkheim a misunderstanding ? The " worship of the fact " -
is it more claimed than practised ? This article seeks to establish the part that
the theoretical construction plays in the work of the founder of French
sociology, over and above the language and declarations which are definitely
positivist. Mons specifically, the author attempts to produce evidence from
Durkheim's notes on methodology as well as from his constitution of social
objects, an order of epistemological acts marking a veritable primat of theory
on a continual order. In which case, Durkheimien sociology would be clearly
distinguished from the implied empiricism which it claims.
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