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Article abstract
The author uses sociometric data on high school students to show that social
relationships within groups cannot be adequately studied with categorical
models, but that social network models have to be used. Taking as an example
the question of social inequality, he shows that popularity distributions are
misleading, and that in order to describe the hierarchical arrangement of
social relationships, one has to show how the latter compose with one another
and form chains. Finally, he shows how such chains partially account for the
perception individuals have of stratification within their own social system.
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