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Article abstract
With the aid of a hypothetical cohort moving through a model of a dynamic
meritocratic society, the author studies the influence of an increase in the rate
of schooling and a reduction of inequality in education on social mobility,
other things being equal. Three social classes, which are distributed over six
levels of education, are distinguished. The author concludes that the structure
of opportunities in the middle educational levels will be brutally downgraded
and that this degradation will have repercussions on lower levels. Thus, "
democratization " of access to higher levels of education is incapable of
modifying the structure of mobility.
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