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Article abstract
The notion of need is analyzed critically in terms of its social dynamics. This
shows that it implies one of the most characteristic regulating mechanisms of
contemporary capitalism. This critique is then extended to the process of
French planning which uses this notion extensively in its prediction process.
We are brought to propose a social structural planning which would not only
take account of the demands created by economic growth but would also try to
react not only to the need but also on the mechanism which bring it about.
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