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Article abstract
Opposing the official sociology of science which does nothing more than
legitimate the triumphant image that the scientific priesthood produces and
propagates, which sees the "scientific community" as an exceptional social
environment and which neglects the phenomenon of domination, the author
introduces and elaborates the notion of "scientific field" which he defines both
as a system of objective relations between social positions and as a place of
competition for the specific prize of a monopoly as scientific authority defined
both as technical ability and social power. This definition means that one
cannot distinguish between causes of scientific practices that are strictly
scientific and those that are strictly social : The struggle for scientific authority
is necessarily a struggle which is both political and scientific. Its only
uniqueness is that it pits producers against each other who tend to have no
other clients than their competitors.
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