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Article abstract
In order to take empirical sociology in general, and in particular the sociology
of social mobility out of the rut where neo-positivism has thrust it, it is not
sufficient to simply change theory; it is also, and above all the methodology
which must be criticized. It is indeed under the apparently neutral and "
scientific " form of ¡ethniques developed in survey research that are
subreptitiously introduced the fundamental epistemological ideas of
neo-positivism: the notions of probability, of relationships between variables,
of evidence, the idea of a society made up of individuals rather than social
relations; so many ideas totally in opposition to a genuine sociological
approach. To these approaches the author proposes to substitute, for example,
the study of the crucial process of transmission of capital through inheritance;
more generally, it must be shown that each class possesses its own mechanism
of recruiting its agents from amongst the very sons of its agents. The study of
mobility must be refocused on its real object, the historical transformation of
social relations.
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