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Article abstract
According to the author, past transformations in the educational system have
been too often passed over by Sociologists. On the basis of recent research on
the history of education, the author first presents the situation of early 19th
century education (mainly in France). She then analyzes the changes which
have taken place in education up to the period between the two world wars,
taking into account the transformations of the various poles of economic
activity. Due to industrialization, an ever more educated workforce is required,
not 'too' educated however, so as not to challenge the system itself. Even
though the author observes an improvement in the level of instruction, she
notes that each social class has its own network, with very little
communication existing between them. Lastly, the author analyzes the
situation of education in the colonies, where the relationship between
education, economy and politics is particularly evident. Colonial educational
policies vary considerably, having in common perhaps no more than the denial
of any value to local customs and beliefs.
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