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Article abstract
Western science has gone through two crises since the beginning of the
century. The first of these, after the discovery of relativity and quantum theory,
modified the classical conception of causality, determinism and space-time.
The second, which appeared after the development of cybernetics, ecology and
the theory of self-organization, gives prominence to the on-going elements of
processes, to complex causality and to feedback, to counter-intuitive and
counter-productive processes. Emphasis has been transfered from being to
becoming. The importance of putting objects into their proper context is a
major preoccupation, and the dichotomy subject/object, container/contained,
as well as the neutrality of science, has been challenged. Sociology must not
follow behind other sciences in matters of epistomology, nor can it remain
caught up with concepts seemingly outdated in other fields. So it is that this
new conception of science now emerging at the end of the 20th century
requires a rethinking of sociology as to its object and its methods. The object of
sociological analysis in the field of social organization has been enlarged
beyond primitive society and the modern state to include the possibility of a
self-organizing, self-instituting and self-managed society. Sociological methods
must always be understood in the context in which they were developed and in
which they are used; no one can claim neutrality in this respect. Various
quantitative and qualitative methods are examined briefly in this paper -
statistics, systems theory, structuralism, semiology, life histories, epistomology
- in an attempt to define their limits and their scope in methodological,
theoretical and practical terms.
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