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Article abstract
Sociologists are not yet very familiar with participating in public
administration. After the brilliant work of Tocqueville and Weber,
contemporary sociologists have been slow to study public bureaucracies. They
are now beginning to enter the field, but in a way that is still incoherent and
fragmentary. If the study of public bureaucracy presents them little in the way
of intellectual challenge, participation in the internal life of the civil service has
been a more serious challenge. However, it is in participating in the exercise of
political power itself that the sociologist finds himself particularly unprepared.
Power is exercised by means of applying norms, a practice for which the
sociologist has little preparation. He particularly lacks a framework for the
systematic and critical analysis of law, which he must acquire if he is to meet
jurists and other administrators on an equal footing.
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