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Article abstract
A social movement is a collective action organized against a social adversary in
order to manage the means by which a society acts upon itself and upon its
relationships with the environment. How can the nuclear problem become a
social problem? Is it a social movement or is it, on the contrary, a form of social
movement in decomposition that is unrealizable for social and historical
reasons? To answer these questions, Alain Touraine analyzes, on the one hand,
the obstacles to the appearance of a social movement, and on the other, he
evaluates the stages of formation of a social movement. Furthermore, he goes
beyond the analysis of documents, by means of a "sociological intervention",
the principles and procedures of which are presented in la Voix et le Regard
(forthcoming translation by Cambridge University Press). Alain Touraine's
intervention comes to the following conclusions : action on the nuclear issue
carries within it a social movement, but it is not capable of transforming this
social movement into an organized action ; reactions to the nuclear issue
indicate a considerable change in the political sphere, although, like all the
attitudes of ecologists, they are disunited and unable to challenge technocratic
power. The nuclear problem is more than a purely political problem, and
through it the most characteristic forces of advanced industrialized societies,
which we may refer to as post-industrial, can be defined and seen in their
opposition to each other.
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