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Article abstract
"Social constructivism" is identified as a theme that is common to cognitive
studies in sociology and psychology. Social constructivism is the principle that
social structures and cognitive structures are composed and reside in the
interaction between people. The origins and development of this constructivist
theme in sociology are traced through constitutive phenomenology into early
ethnomethodology. Recent studies that analyze the social structures of the
everyday world in the interaction are reviewed. A parallel development is
traced in psychology from Piaget's "constructivist structuralism" through
Vygotsky's Soviet Socio-Historical School. Recent studies that locate cognitive
structures and processes in the interaction are reviewed. The convergence
between sociology and psychology, Western and Soviet social science on the
issue of interaction is noted.
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