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Article abstract
This article analyzes the ethnie community by emphasizing its political
dimensions without, however, neglecting its other dimensions. The ethnic
community is considered as a political community (polity) without a state,
which has led to the question of how it governs itself and in what way it
manages its public affairs. Four phenomena related to the capacity for making
choices and realizing collective projects are considered here : the definition of
boundaries, forms of government and their functioning, management of
conflicts within the group, and the mobilization and participation required for
collective action. The manner in which the group is governed is influenced by
the fact that it is in a minority situation, that membership in the community is
voluntary, and that the community itself is heterogeneous and therefore
subject to internal divisions. This analysis is limited to groups made up of
immigrants and their descendants.
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