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Article abstract

This article has been inspired by the puzzlement felt by the author with
regards to the subject matter of the sociology of ethnic relations. Her review of
the literature in this field does not set her mind at ease. After rejecting those
approaches which reduce ethnicity to biologically and/or culturally
transmitted traits, or to a machiavellian invention of the bourgeoisie, she
carries on with the task of defining ethnicity. She will thus find out that
ethnicity refers to the humanness of others, a humanness acquired by each
and every newborn thanks to the work performed by mothers within the
context of a work process which male-stream sociology has called socialization.
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